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Year 2 News 
Hello everyone, welcome 
back! Hope you have en-
joyed the holidays and the 
sunshine. We are excited 

to introduce you to some new 
themes and learning this term.  

Why do we have Castles? 

Our main focus this 
term will be linked to 
British history and 
the Norman period, 
in particular the Bat-
tle of Hastings. We 
will also be looking at the im-
portance of castles and how they 
changed Britain, as well as com-
paring life to the Norman era.   

English 

In English, we will be looking at 
different types of texts. We will 
study a range of non-fiction texts 
enriched with facts about castles 
and their key features. We will al-
so be looking at fictional texts 
based on the Middle Ages such as 
‘How to be a knight in 10 easy 
stages’. Using the information 

from the books, the 
children will get the 
opportunities to write 
descriptive texts and 
use different sen-
tence types such as 
commands and ques-
tions.  

Our grammar focus this term will 
include learning about irregular 
past tense verbs,  adverbs and 
focusing on suffixes –ly , -less and 
–ful, -ment and –ness as well as 
using commas in lists. 

Maths 

We will first be revisiting multipli-
cation and division and looking at 
the relationship between the two 
of them.  

Then we will move onto 
learning how to tell the 
time to o’clock, half 
past, quarter to and 
quarter past. We will 
also look at and com-
pare different units of 
time (minutes, hours, weeks, 
months, seasons, years). 

 History 

This term we will be learning 
about The Battle of Hastings in 
1066. We will be discussing how 
it impacted our history in Britain 
and will look at the historical 
artefact the Bayeux Tapestry  to 
discuss how we know the true 
events. We will focus on im-
portant figures such as William 
of Normandy and King Harold 
and discover  who won the bat-
tle and what it meant for the 
future of Britain.  

Science 

Our science fo-
cus for this term 
is identifying lo-
cal trees and 
common plants 
in the environ-

ment. We will also be looking at 
the life cycles of animals and 
humans and learn how different 
animal types 
(mammals, in-
sects, reptiles, 
amphibians) have 
different stages of 
lives. 

Art 

In art this 
term, we will 
be looking at 
art work from 
an artist called 
Paul Klee. We 

will be comparing some of his 
art work and the children will 
have an opportunity to recreate 
his famous piece ‘Castle and 
Sun’. 

Spellings 

Each week, your 
child will have 5 or 
6 spelling words to  
practise at home for 
a test each week. 

Computing 

In computing, we 
will be learning 
about branching da-
tabases and algo-
rithms. We will have 
the opportunity to 
use the Beebots to 
put our  algorithm skills into prac-
tice and link branching databases 
to our scientific knowledge.  

PE 

Our focus for PE this 
term is to practice 
and enrich our 
throwing and catch-
ing skills. We will 
work on our precision in catching 
and learn the different types of 
throwing. 

Children should come dressed 
in their PE kit on their PE days  
(white t-shirt, dark shorts, leg-
gings/joggers and a sweater to-
gether with trainers/plimsolls). 
During lessons they will need to 
remove all jewellery. If your 
child is unable to do PE, they must 
present a note explaining why 
they are exempt. 

RE 

In RE we will be exploring the 
use of creativity within religion 
to express beliefs and celebra-
tions. We will learn about dif-

ferent religious festi-
vals and their im-
portance. 

Dojos  

Class Dojo is a fun way to 
reward children’s use of 
the Westways Learning 
Powers. A weekly certifi-
cate and prize will be awarded to 
the pupil with the most Dojos from 
each class. 

Home Learning 

Home learning 
tasks will be set 
weekly on Google 
Classroom and 
maths homework is 

set on My Maths.  Additionally, we 
have provided extra activities (in a 
grid style) linked to our learning in 
school. Please let us know if you 
have trouble accessing Google 
Classroom or have lost your My 
Maths login details. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F819444094673824745%2F&psig=AOvVaw1T4wPSHPr-SFPbXMak9dzu&ust=1585148133476000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj0wZCvs-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FHow-Knight-Easy-Stages-Collins%2Fdp%2F0007186754&psig=AOvVaw1ltPJHTtjWzu7yOXiQE5Zg&ust=1585148935647000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICCgruys-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dk.com%2Fuk%2Fbook%2F9780241379257-how-to-tell-the-time%2F&psig=AOvVaw0O0BEhDuNtt1SefCeuGMZJ&ust=1585151756299000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiiwtq8s-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

